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1 tte ü ui 2 * 
HE following ſheets erigiodlyde Amel part 5 
worknow/in conſiderable forwardneſs; as a reply to Mr. 
Malbne's critical labars on the ſubject of the Shakſpeare' 
MSS. The body df this work required conſiderable. 


reſearcbh, and, ſo large a portion of time for its com- 


pletion, as to render ſome further delay una voidable in 
the publication of the whole. But this part: of the work 
having been completed and ready for the public eye, I 
have yielded to the importunities of my friends, who 
have ſuggeſted to me the neceſſity at this moment, of 
laying before the public ſuch further particulars as 


relate to my conduct therein. It will be obſerved that 


I have adverted in the courſe of the following pages to 
Mr. Malone: and if the animadverſions ſhould be deemed 
irrelevant; 1 truſt, that no other apology is neceſſary, 
than the intimation already given, of my having intend- 
ed this Vindication as an introduction to the work al- 
luded to, and therefore that it was a more eligible plan, not 
to make any deviation from the method, I at firſt deter- 
mined upon purſuing. 


A recent circumſtance, with which the Public is 
well axquainted, ſeems to call for this Vindication, and 
of f even 
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even (painful as it is) to impoſe the meaſure upon me 
28 a ſolemn duty, and obligation. I allude to the public 
ſtatement, made by my Son. The world to which he has 
| appealed, will judge and pranounce upon the truth af the 
allegations, and the weight of the teſtimonies, which he 
| has laid before them. I beg to aſſure the public that the 
refutation of Mr. Malone's book ſhall be brought for- 
ward with all poſlible ſpeed ; in which, whether the ha- 
pers imputed-to Shakſpeare are genuine or not, it will be 
clearly ſhewn,. that be embarked in this enquiry as utter- 
ly deſtitute of the information of à philologiſt, and the 
acumen of a Critic, as it will, by his groſs and repeat- 


ed perſonalities, be manifeſted, that his ſelſiſh and inter- 
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; E moſt unequivocal charadieriftic ol an 
enlightened age, is the licence which i is indulged 
to all, of free communication with the public 
on doubtful, and controverted ſubjects. There 
are, indeed, ſome queſtions, in the diſcuſſion of 
which it will be always difficult to perſuade the 
| vorld, that mutual toleration is the moſt condu- 
cive to the intereſts of truth, and the moſt a aux- 
ary to oy operation of human reaſon. 
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"Bur « on topics of merely literary reference, 
| that theſe enmitics mould at all exiſt, mult ap- 
pear ſingular, and even paradoxical. For in li- 
terary conteſts there is ſcarcely any appeal to any 
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(8 2 
paſſion. They can neither provoke the hopes, 
nor vibrate on the fears of mankind, to any 
 eonfiderable degree. It muſt, therefore, be a 
ſatisfactory reflection to thoſe, who have remark - 
ed on the hiſtory of the human mind, that 


the mutual hoſtility, and bigotry, which once 
deformed the writings of critics and philol-giſts, 


is at this moment, with few exceptions, totally 


extinguiſhed. Poſterity, when they read the 
works of. Salmaſius, or Bentley, will be per- 
plexed, | even in finding motiyes for, a ſpirit ſo 


| intolerant, apd a zeal ſo intraQtable on matters of 


ſuch s and trivial import. 


: — 
= 


| 4 


"There are, , honever, exceptions to a re- | 
mark, ſo honorable to the taſte, and liberalicy 

of our age. There are ſtill ſome remnants of 
chat exploded dj diſcipline, which from the diſuſe into 


which it has fallen, muſt at this time, be highly 
diſguſting to the lovers of Engliſh literature. 


The arrogance of ſchoolmen without their learn- 
ing, the rancour of controverſy without the wit 
by which i it is is embelliſhed, muſt at the preſent 


3338 | | period, 


(4/7) 
period, demand the ſevereſt, and moſt exemplary 


animadyerſion, | 


Mr. Malone has acquired, it may be faid, 
ſome degree of literary reputation. It is that 
fort of reputation, to which a Jaborious and pa- 
tient frame of mind, in all the departments of 
literature has its peculiar pretenſions. But nei- 
ther Mr. Malone, nor any other labourer of the 
ſame deſcription, has any privilege of over leap- 
ing the province, to the drudgery of which a 
limited capacity has deftined him, "white 4 pa- 
tient, and charitable world does not deny hit 
the ſmall pittance of fame, that ariſes but of it. 
I fe jactet in auld, Mr. Malone, of all wri- 
ters, has the ſlighteſt pretenſions to chat majeſ- 
terial character, he has lately aſſumed, and by 
virtue of which he undertakes not only to dif- 
cuſs, but to decide on literary queſtions, as wt 
as to aſperſe the moral reputations of 1 who 
differ — him in een | 


The appeal, which I am now about to make 
EP A 2 from 


. 
from the ſentence, which this gentleman has paſſ- 
ed upon the papers in queſtion, primarily origi- 
nates from that ſolicitude to vindicate my own 
character, which jt muſt be naturally ſuppoſed, 
I. canpot but feel on this occaſion. Whether the 
efitical ręaſonings of Mr. Malone are ſolid, or 
upfounded, whether he is entitled to any degree 
of reputation, as à philologiſt, or critic, by the 
publication of his enquiry, are queſtions of which 
the diſcuion will be poſtponed, til my anſwer 
- 2ppears, before. the. Public... 13 preſent. Lam 
merely chiming the attention of the, reader to 
theſe. topics, which TO 40, my own n 
958 oe cen, 
ws Jo not AM gs ws NY 
W. ch cegard to the manner in 3 my 
own, character i is attacked, it will unqueſtionably. 
be expected chat I ſhould ſpeak fully and amply. 
Is is true Mr. Malone deals only in inſinuations; | 
| and, infinuations, malevolent, and landerous as 
they are, may eaſily be, repelled, It is true alles, 
that theſe inſinuations are conveyed in a manner, 
wiuch neither reſembles the 8 acute- 
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neſs of Dr. Bentley, nor the ſubtle;poignancy of 
Biſhop Warburton, - But inſinuations may be 
troubleſome, and even noxious; becauſe: the 
dulleſt being alive may at length, by reiteration 
and importunity, in ſome meaſure, atone for the 
bluntneſs and impotence of the ſhafts with which 
he aſſails you. It may indeed be ſaid that theſe 
attacks are of a puny and ineffectual nature, but 
to remain indifferent to ſuch attacks, is a philo- 
ſophy which I have never arrogated; and it 
would look like a: ſort of affected ſtoiciſm, to 


cious and calumniating * ſions. 
Gase de tige ui 363 © dns 
Through the whole a0 of his e 
Wie bidde ſpeaks of the Impoſtor, and the 
* Impoſture. Iremember in Mr. Locke, a long 
chapter on words, and the intellectual aſſocia- 
tions which belong to them. In a well-known 


eſſay on the ſublime and beautiful Mr. Locke's 


doctrine is oppoſed; and it is contended that 


words are independent of ideas. The author 


2 this doctrine only to works of taſte, but 
particularly 
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appear ſilent and unmoved, amidſt ſuch . 
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Ne particulzrly-/to poetry. Bu in dhe Mühe do 
which Mr. Malone has extended - the theory 


nothing ſurely can be more ridiculous than the 
uſe of words without ideas; and until any thing 
of the ſublime and beautiful be diſcoyered in the 
proſe- of that gentleman, the good ſenſe and 
taſte of the world will condemn the uſe of words 

which-are/utterly deſtitute of a meaning; cſpe- 


cially when they are employed on a ſubject of 


reaſoning and demonſtration. Would not the 
conduct of that judge be Judicrous as well as 
indecent, who on a criminal matter, ſhould uſe 
the words traitor, - murderer, or thief, in his 
addreſs to the jury, concerning the evidence 
before them 80 in the controverſy upon the 


| Shakeſpeare S8 it would have been better 


reaſoning, as well as more candid hoſtility, to 
„ e ee eee 
ES bb 03 Such 


Abenden thing) een ac, En 
6 before the public ſome ftriking documents, 


which will — 
of 


E 
of evidence in my favor, and futniſh the beſt 
refutation of what has been alledged againſt me. 
1 ſhall firſt repeat that which 1 have told the 
world already, and then I fhall enter into the 


ſtatements, which corroborate FOR what 
nen ; 18 23-0 

An the eee folio. colleftion- of 
Shakſpeare MSS I ſtated all the circumſtances 
relative to them, as minutely as my own know- 
ledge of them and the delicacy of my ſituation 
permitted me, I ſhall now repeat the aſſertion, 
mern 
tion of its truth. 


— thr ſomething hou 
<< be faid by the editor, of the manner in which 
e theſe papers came into his hands. He recei- 
« ved them from his Son, Samuel William 
« Henry Ireland, a young man, then under 
c ninetcen years of age, by whom the diſco- 


c very was accidentally made at the . of a 
,. of conſiderable property. 


« Amongſt 


| 
\ 
Cf 
\ 
, 
j 


T4 
„ Amongſt 'a maſs of family papers; the 
. eohttskts between Shakſpeare, Lowine and 


&« Hemynge to Michael Fraſer, which was firſt 
und, were diſcovered,” and Toon” after the = 
« deed of gift to Williain Henry Treland (de- 
« ſcribed as the friend of Shakſpeare, in con- 

10 {uence of his having ſaved” His life dir the 
«vet Thames, when in extreme danger of 
«being drowned) and alſo the deed of truft to 
John Ffemynge were diſcovered. In pürſii- 


| "ig this earth, be Was 16 fobrundte ze dd dif- 


g,, ſome "deeds very material” to the in- 
« tereſts of this gentleman, and fuchi as efta-' 
« bliſhed beyond all doubt, his title to a conſi- 
> gerable property. In return for this ſervice, 
e added to the conſideration; that the young 


4 man bore the ſame name, and arms, with 


the perſon, who faved the life of Shakſpeate, 
« -the gengleman promiſed him every thing re- 

« ative to the ſubject, that had been or ſhould | 
* be found either in town or at his country 


ec houſe. Ar this houſe the principal part of 


cc the 


GR and che lese gie by hit and 


N 
« the papers, with a great variety of books 
containing the VOY notes and three MSS 


« plays, with part of another were 1 8 
4 vered. 2 182JYB. JON BILKOA! 51 
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hn brufed 4 4s he i is with the opinion of the 
© unprejudiced and the intelligent, the editor 
« will not allow that it can be pre ſumption i in 
« him to ſay, that he has no doubt of the truth 
er and authenticity of that which he lays before 
tlie public. Of this fact he is as fully ſitis- 
«fied, as he is with the honor that has been 
« obſerved to him upon this ſubject. So cir- 
«.cumſtanced, he ſhould not fee] Juſtfied 1 in im- 
1. portuning, or any way requeſting a gentle 
« man, to whom he is known only by obliga- 
« gation, to ſubject himſelf to the impertinence 
« and licentiouſneſs of literary curioſity and ca- 
« vil, unleſs he ſhould himſelf voluntarily come 


« forward. But this is not all. It was not till 


« after the maſs of papers received, became vo- 
« luminous, that Mr. Ireland had any idea of 
0 B <« printing 
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( 0 9 
E printing, them: he then applied for his per- 
_— $9 do," and this was not obtained, 
| ut under the ſtrongeſt injun&jon that his 
or - ſhould not appear. This injunction 
ce has thro' all the ſtages of this buſineſs been 


« uniformly declared; and, as this gentleman 
— roof dealt molt hberally with the editor, he 


„ can. confidently a5 that in his turn he has 


* wich equal openack and candour conducted 
e Himſelf; towards the public, to whom imme- 


15 Hately, upon every Communication made, 
« every. ts, has, n ſubmitted without 
5 . i af 9 iti ru 


Ani boite i | Werse 
The information, which induced. me to lay 
this, ſtatement before. the public, was derived 
Era en e, my by * from 


«ISIS: , TE ERS 2 


22 made to the ſuppoſed original N was 0 
perſonal, but by leners given by him to his ſon, to be con- 


f — l anſrers' roveived, thro? the ſame . | 


(f FOR 


— 


TE 


choſe of his friend Mr. Talbot, of the Dublin 


Theatre. I now preſent to the world the ac- 
count of the diſcovery, as it was written by my 
ſon, and which is at this time, in my poſſeſfion. 


« November roth, 1795. 
e J was at chambers, when Talbot called 

& jn, and ſhewed me a deed, ſigned Shakſpeare. 
„J was much aſtoniſhed, and mentioned the 
« pleaſure my father would receive, could he 
« but ſee it. Talbot then fad, I might ſhew 
« jt, I did hot for two days: and at the end 
« of that term he gave it me. I then preſſed 
« hard to know, where it was found. After 
two or three days had elapſed, he introduced 
% me to che party. He was with me in the 
„room, but took little trouble in ſearching. 
I found a ſecond deed, and a thi d, and two 
« or three looſe papers. We alſo diſcovered 
&« a deed, which aſcertained to the party landed 
à property, of which he had then no knowledge. 
4 * e of having found this, he told 
B 2 cc us, 


* 
} 
2 


de 


«c us, we might keep every deed, every ſcrap 


« « of paper relative to Shakſpeare. Little was 


Firs « diſcovered, i in town, but what was above men- 
* tioned,, but the reſt came from the country; 
te owing to the papers having been removed from 
* ne. en yeuls ago. 
e 8 SW, H. Ireland." 


* * 
* = : T 


Polke 1691s T ots nod; 

Being naturally Abend wy * 8 evi- 
deneo of Mr. Talbot, to.confirm what had been 
advanced by my ſon, I. applied to, the former, 
and received from him an anſwer, from which I 


have ve made. the foloping extracts. iT»; » 


91 
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Ns 'Cafiarthen, November 255 179 57, 
nl Bear sit, oofdenly 
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ce The hon in 3 poſicſion theſe 
« rhings were found, was a friend of mine; and 


e by me your Son 8 Samuel was introduced to his 
« © acquaintance. One morning in rummaging 
ec « from m mere curioſity ſome ald lumber, confiſt- | 
41 ing e of deeds, books, &C., in a cloſet of my 
cc * friend's houſe, 1 Giſcovered a deed. with the 


c 
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ſignature of William, Shakſpeare, which in- 
* duced, me to read part of it, and on reading 


the words © Stratford on Avon“ I was con- 


viaced it was the famous Engliſh Bard: with 
permiſſion of my friend (whom vill in future 


).I carried the deed to Sa- 


2 muel, knowing with what enthuſiaſm, he and 
yourſelf regarded the works of that author, 


or any trifling article he as poſſeſſed of; 
though I was prepared to ſee my friend Sa- 


£. muel a little pleaſed with what I preſentetl to 
him, yet I did not expect that great joy he 
felt on the occaſion. He told me there was 
<, nothing known of the hand writing of Shak- 
<< ſpeare, but his ſignature, to ſome deed or will 
in Doctors Commons, and preſſed me to carry 
him to. H——'s. houſe; that he might ſee, 


if there was amongſt the lumber I had ſpoken 


* of, any other ſuch relique. ]-immediarely 
© complied with his requeſt. This was Samuel's 


firſt introduction. For ſeveral ſucceſſive 
* mornings we paſſed ſome hours in examining 


different papers and deeds, moſt of which 


« were 
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& were useless, and utintereſting. But our 
labor was rewarded by finding a few more 


* relating to Shakipeare. Theſe we took away, 


«but never withott H's pertniffion. At laſt 
we were fo fortunate as to diſcover a deed, 


in which our friend was materially concerned. 


Some landed property, which had been Tong 
« the-ſubject of Ktigation was here afcertained, 
ci and Hs title to it clearly proved, H. now 
« aid in return for this, whatever you and Mr. 


Ireland find among the lumber, be it what it 


may, "ſhall be your on (meaning tlioſe things 
lech we ſhould prize for being Shakſpeart's) 
n don, trictly enjoiried us never to mention him 


s the poſſefiorof" the papers. The I withed 


until Sam; ſhould have completed His re- 
. ſeurches, | that Retle ſhould have been faid on 
© mie fubect, yet IL was ignorant, why H. When 
the ſcarch was fimſhed, ffiould All wiſtr his 
name concealed,” I thought it "abſurd and 
«could not prevaif on him to mention his rea- 
de 0 cho: from ſome triffing unguarded ex- 
$19 « preſſion 


( ) 
« preſſion, I Was at laſt induced to believe that 


« one, of his anceſtors was a cotemporary of 
6 Shakſpeare in the dramatic profeſſion; that 
as he H. was a. man ſomewhat known in the 
world, and in the walk of high life, he did 
« public; this ſuſpicion was, as it will preſently 
appear, well founded, Whilſt I was in Dub- 
« lin, I heard co my great joy and aſtoniſhment, 
« that Sam had diſcovered the play of Vorti- 
* £6.44, impatient to hear, every . parts 
« cular, and principally for that purpoſe made 
r my late. viſit to London. 1 found H. what I 
« always thought him, a Man of ſtrict honor, 
« and willing to abide by the promiſe he made, 

« in conſequence of our finding che deed, by 
« which he benefitted ſo. much. I will now ex- 


« plain the reaſon of H's ſecrecy. On account 


« of your Geſire to give the world ſome. explan- 
« ation of the buſineſs, and your telling me, 
« that ſuch explanation was neceſſary, I re- 
* newed my Sa ut to him, to ſuffer us to diſ- 

« diſcover 
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6 16 ) 
4 cover his name, place of abode, and every 
0 cifeutiſtarice' of the diſcovery of the papers, 
e but in vain I ptoceeded to prove as well 
as I could wm folly of its cbncealment, when 
he productd's deed'of gift, which he himſelf 
0 Juſt found in the cloſet, Juſt before my 


re from London, in January lat, but 

« which T had never ſeen before. By this deed 
William Shakſpeare affighed to Jon 
« hb it ſeerns was really an anceſtor of our friend 5 
«HF. every article contained in an upper room. 


The urticles were, furniture, cups, a miniature 
picture, and many other things; bur except- 


ing the miniature (which was lately found 


« and which was a likeneſs of Shakſpeare him- 


<&lF),” anck the papers, very few of them re- 
c main in H's hands, and the reſt very unfor- 
«/tunately cannot be traced.” It is ſuppoſed too, 
e chat many valuable papers have been loſt, and 
06) are deſtroyed, as the whole lumber 1 is never 
«remembered to have been at all valued or 
« guarded from the hands of the loweſt domeſ- 
ee: tics. * I parted from you a few weeks 
ey ſince 


C 
te fince, H. promiſed me that the deed of 
4 gift above mentioned ſhould be ſent you, 
«, firſt eraſing and cutting out the name of the 
« grantee:* I hope, my dear Sir, I have omi 


ted nothing in relating theſe circumſtances, 


and though this account may not enable you 
ct perfectly to ſatisfy many, who from an idle 
& curioſity would know more, yet the liberal - 
<« minded, I am ſure will allow that you have 
&« juſt reaſons for with- holding what is, and is to 
+: be.concealed. I moſt earneſtly beg you will 
ce ſend me a copy of Vortigern and Rowena, as. 


ec ſoon as it can conveniently be written, with the 


*« margin marked, according to 1 
*. for ow. an. by 
12 dach et abend, Thibee f 
415 8. dee ba. 


o Within a ps "al ater the receipt of the a 
deed of truſt alluded to, was brought to me by my Sony 
without any eraſure, as mentioned in the above letter, and 
was the deed of truſt to John Hemynge, inſerted] in the folio 


volume of the ho 


C | _- Upom 


Ca) 
Upon this authority and with this degree of 
P r ta the publication of the 
papers. Vet it mayfby ſome be objected, chat 
eight of the whole evidente colleQively 


taken, is ſtill weak and imperſect, on account 


of the concealment of the name of the gentle - 
man alluded to. But what int rence does this 
objeftion authoriſe? It was ſuch as entirely to 
militate againſt any fülpieion of fraud in my 
hreaſtt. For: had the papers been forged, 1 
couid not imagine that the fabricators of it would 
haye left that part of its evidence, to which-by 
of jutigment, the greateſt welght is uſually at- 
tributed, ſo palpably. mutilated, and defeRive, 
I could not imigine that it could have been the | 
work of one impoſtor, when I conſidered the 
infinite yariety of the papers, and the length of 
time which muſt have been conſumed on fo ela- 
| borate a fiction. For it muſt have been very 2 
extraordinary, that of all thaſe who were con- 
RY n in the impoſture, not one ſnould have 
Trees 


6 
ſoggeſted ehe neceſſity of ſorging completer 
teſtimonies, reſpecting the place, and N 
i bet — wy were nd. 0 
-049 26d | lo Vit bored 
© © Beſides theſe lid coming as they did 
through the" channel of my Son, I could not 
ſuſpect their authenticity ; and every thing I had 
remarked of Mr. Talbot during my acquaint- 
ance with him, placed him in my judgment be- 
yond even the poſſibility of ſuſpicion, his fairneſs 
and honeſty in the tranſaction appeared invariable. 
A father is not very eager to entertain ſurmiſes, 
chat affect the moral credit of one fo dearly 
connected with him as his only ſon, and when 
the fame declarations were made by him in the 
moſt folemn and awful manner, before crouds of 
the moſt eminent characters, who came to my 
houſe, I could not ſuffer myſelf to cheriſh the 
3 ner of his e | 


The teſtimonies here adduced it were diffi- 
cult to reſiſt. But theſe were not all by which 
my conduct was governed i in this tranſaction. 

CA I in- 


(209 


1 invited 70 nm houſe all ve wiſhed to gratify NE 


their curioſity, by an inſpection of the papers. 
ot theſe, the greater part conliſting of the moſt 
celebrated literary characters this age has pro- 
duced, expreſſed their opinions, not in the phraſe 
of mere aſſent, but in the unequivocal language. 
ol a full and overflowing. conviction. Some 
were even deſirous of ſubſcribing without ſolici- | 
tation, their names to a certificate, in which 
their belief might be formally and permanently / 
recorded. The firſt of | this reſpectable liſt was 
the rev. Dr. Parr, I informed this gentleman, 
: that the late James Boſwell, Eſq. had requeſted 
my permiſſion to annex his name to a certificate, 
youching for the validity of the papers and which 
he drew up-for that purpoſe. When I ſhewed 
the Doctor, at his requeſt what Mr. Boſwell had 
written the day before, he exclaimed with his 
characteriſtic energy and manner, that it was 
too feebly expreſſed for the importance of the 
ſubject; and begged that he might himſelf dic- 
tate to me the following form of a certificate, to 
which he immediately ſubſcribed his own name, 
re ; * = and 


— 


CAN 
and which afterwards received the ſignatures of 
the other reſpectable mee 


ed to it. itami 
| | 0051967. od 1 
« We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed 
« have, in the preſence and by the favor of 
« Mr. Ireland, inſpected che Shakſpeare papers, 
and are convinced of 2 7 
Samuel Par. 
John Tweddell, — | 
; Thomas Burgeſs. "© | 
| John Byng. 3 | | 
| © "James Bindley. = oo: | 
Herbert Croft. | 21 55 | 
- Somerſet.” e er | 


ir Heard, Garter King of Arms. 
; R. Valpy. : = 
James Boſwell.*  - f 


* Mr. Boſwell, previous to ſigning his name, fell upon 
his knees, and in a tone of enthuſiaſm, and exultation, 
thanked God, that he had lived to witneſs this diſcovery, 
2 -l Oe 403 
Lauderdale. 


* 


2 


( 


10 e e biste 10) bas 


Wann Jo Soo 2 olds} wan 10 303 
Kinnaird. 1 02 82 
John Pinkerton. 85 | 

„ Phomas Hunt. SEE doch, 2 fe 

| y AO 1 | 
—— „ 


Common Pleas Office, Temple. 
Mat. Wyatt. ll 
John Frank Newton. 


The following is a catalogue of the pet 
above alluded to, Gaga 4 l en * 


' 


February Having 1795. 
1. Vic Sbakſpeares een Lach on 


two aan ſheets of N r 


* Wl 


2. His copy of a letter to Lord Gihhamp- 
ton, 1 n bee ee, $ 3 b 
* „Ibis leer h Richard hae obe 
een dene ren ns ink of himſelf. 


* 


4. His 


<( 23 ) 
4 His letter to Anna Hatherways; che lady 


6 
n n cut nit moins 


0% J Seel ooingnds os 
i 1 12 


5.1 eee ny pak: han 8 

A FGal OTA 
- 6- His now of hand, Nm one month 
er date to John Hemynge, for five pounds 
and five ſhillings, together with John He“ 
mynge's receipt the day it became due. 


J. A leaſe of fix acres of land, and two 
houſes abutting on the Globe Theatre, granted 
by William Shakſpeare to Michael Fraſer, and 
W W n the W araaggped 


is : | 
125 5.34 aW 18 14 


bound df. 8 IN William 
| bor 10 and Henry Condell for the weekly 
payment of a certain ſum therein ſpecified for 
the theatrical ſervices of the ſaid Henry Condell, 
ſigned and ſealed by the reſpective patties. | 


g. Deed 


„ 
ub 9 Deed of | agreement between William 
Shakſpeare and J obn Lowine for the weekly 


the theatrical ſervices of the ſaid John Lowine, 
bgned and ſealed by the reſpective parties. 
none en a/ int Abel ost 


10. A ſmall whole length of a tinted draw- 
ings ſuppoſed to be of Shakſpeare in the cha- 

whole length of a, perſon in the character of 
| Shylock, in its original black frame, 2 


l. An original letter of Queen er | 
ene apa 
bas amet Lede on Soi ders Ni 2 
In Ar wennn lac 
Albany Wallis having recently made a diſcovery 


— eee Shakeſpeare and Tre- 


0 5) 
* Londen, March, 76. 1 
er We che n el having inſpected the 

a | Hills deeds in the poſſeſſion on Albany 

« Wallis, Efq. 'of Norfolk — viz. 


— 


« A conveyance, dated roth March, 1612, 
* ſaid to be from Henry Walker to William 
« Shakſpeare, William Johnſon, John Jackſon, 
* and John Hemynges, of a houſe in Black- 
« friars, then or late being in the occupation of 
& one William Ireland; ſigned Wm. Shak- 
et hay Jo. Jackſon, * Wi. wg eye 


e Abd a deed dated 16th February, 1617, 

8 ls conveyance ſigned Jo. Jackſon, Wm. 
.« Johnſon, * mae * ne 
3 e * 


243, ma Sade 
« of Mr. Samuel Ireland of K Street, 


4 viz. | . 


D cc A MS. 
W. 


„A Ms. Play of Lear, 2 fragment of 
> Hamlet, a play of Vortigern—ſcveral deeds, 
« witneſſed Wm. Shakſpeare—ſeveral receipts 
and notes of, diſburſements of monies on ac- 
« count of che Globe. and certain Theatres— 
« familiar letters ſigned Wm. Shakſpeare, and 
ie other miſcellaneous MSS. 
ei oer d prion 12>. | 
Add having compared che hand writing of 
« the above papers in Mr. Ircland's poſſeſſion, 
„ with che ſignatures of Shakſpeare and He- 
« mynge to the deed in Mr, Wallis's hands, as 
« well as with the publiſhed Fac- ſimiles of the | 
« autographs af Shakſpeare to his laſt. will-and 
« teſtament, and to a deed dated 11 March, 10 
©. Jac. I. Which came to the hands of Mr. Wal- 
© lis, about the year 1760, among the title deeds | 
«of ths Rev. Mr, Ferherſtopchapgh, and from 
« the character and manner thereof, we declare 
4 our firm belief in the authenticity of the auto- 
* graphs: of Shakſpeare, and; Comma, in the 
hands of Mr. han 4. 30 


3 1 Iſaac 


J 


4 
© Tfaac Heard, Gr. K. at Arme. REA 
Prancis Webb. 1/8 
Albany Wallis. 
Richard Troward. 
Jon. Hewlett, Tranſlator of old Records, 
| Common Pleas 9 map py 
John Byng. ©, 
Francis Towhſend, Windſor Herald. 
Gilbert Franklin, Wimpole Street. 
Matthew Wyatt, New Inn. 
Richard Valpy, Reading. 
Joſeph' Skinner. ee 
* Fun Newoon, EN Street. . 


It may perhaps be almoſt EY to 
ſtate that I might have obtained innumerable 
ſignatures to each of the certificates, I have 
laid before the public, had I reſorted to any ſo- 

licitations for the purpoſe. The very reſpec- 

table liſt of ſubſcribers ro the publication of 

| Shakſpeare's MSS may be adverted to, as a cor- 
roborating proof in favor of their validity and 
in * of my ſending them into the world. 
B 6 I ſhall 


depoſition formally drawn on ſtamped paper, 


— iy maiſon 25 


my ſon. 

2 e William Henry Ireland, of Nor- 
« folk Street, in the pariſh. of St. Clement 
Nanes, in the county of Middleſex, Gent. 
ce maketh voluntary oath that ſince the 16th day 


6751 


« of Dec. 1794, he this deponent hath, at various 


ce times depoſited in the houſe of this deponent's 


ce Father, Samuel Ireland, of Norfolk Street 


« aforeſaid, ſereral deeds and MSS \ papers 
« ſigned and ſuppoſed to be written by Wm. 
 Shakſpear and others. And this deponent 
*« further maketh oath. and faith that the deeds 
and MSS papers now open for inſpection, 
« at his this deponent's father's houſe, are the 
« ſame which he this deponent ſo depoſited as 
« aforeſaid; and whereas ſeveral diſputes have 
« ariſen concerning the originality of the deeds 
and MS, papers aforefaid, and whereas, Ed- 
mond Malone, of Kuren. Anne Street Eaſt, 
| ce the 


8 


1 ſhall now preſent to the reader 2. voluntary 


* 
V® 


6290 

ge the pariſh of St. Mary-le-Bone, in the ſaid 
« county of Middleſex, hath publickly adver- 
« vertiſed or cauſed to be advertiſed an aſſertion 
« to the effect that he, the ſaid Edmond Ma- 
cc lone, had diſcovered the above mentioned 

te papers and MS deeds to be a forgery, which 

cc aſſertion may tend to i injure the reputation of 

« his the ſaid deponent's father. Now this de- 

« ponent farther maketh oath that he this de- 
ce ponent's father, the ſaid Samuel Ireland, hath _ 
cc not, nor hath any one of the ſaid Samuel Ire- 
tt land's family, other than ſave and except this 
ee deponent, any knowledge of the manner in 
* which he the ſaid deponent, became poſſeſſed 
te of the ſaid deeds or MSS papers aforeſaid or 

. any part thereof, or of any circumſtance, or 
* circumſtances relating thereto. 
8. w. H. Ireland. 


6 


« Sworn before me e this day of March, 
« ' 2796. ” 458 | | 3 : 


Copied bee 12 this hand — of 
my Son, | 


It 


3 

u being chdügtit unneceſſary to enter into 
a formal depoſition upon the ſubje&, my fon was 
not ſworn to what he has here depoſed.” But 


Mr. Albany Wallis in May following drew 


up the advertiſement which I have here ſub- 


| joined, conceiving it more adequate to the pur- 


poſe; "which" was inſerted in the True a 


| e eee and other nd 


enge MSS. 10 


. * * 
17 „ F , 
. ? 85 # #47 *S 


6 


8 7A 


. In ne my father, and to remove 
tt the reproach, under which he has innocently 
« fallen; reſpecting the papers publiſhed by him 


as the Ms of  Shakfpeare, I do hereby 


« ſolemnly declare that they were given to him 


by me, as the genuine productions of Shakf- 


« peare, and that he was and is at this moment 
« totally unacquainted with the ſource from 
« whence they came, or with any circumſtance 
« concerning them, fave what he was told by 


W myſelf, and which he has declared in the 
ec preface to his publication. With this firm 


[ 0 « belief 


"Th Þ 


« belief and conviction of their authenticity, 


« founded on the credit he gave to me and my 
c aſſurances, they were laid before the world. 
c This will be further confirmed, when at ſome 
future period it may be judged expedient to 
-<, diſcloſe the means by which they were ob- 


de tained. | (41 | 
8. W. H. Ireland, Jun,” 
Witneſs, 
Albany Wallis. 


Thomas Trowſdale, Clerk to Meſſrs. 
064 4 OS ARG TERA, | 


Norfolk Street, May : 24, 17 oh | 


This 1s rein very ehe ee which 
my fon. has adduced, to eſtabliſh, my innocence 
of the imputed forgery. I corroborate this teſti- 
mony by ſome further quotations from ſeveral 
letters, written by Mr. M. Talbot, already 
mentioned to myſelf and my family, of which 
the originals are preſeryed in my poſſeſſion. 


1 


Dublin, 
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dc 80 W 1 aii Gb nee 5 
4 © woolen in which Mr, Ireland is involy- 
< ed, that I muſt do every thing in my power 
«to extricate him from it, conſiſtent with my 
on honour, and oath. The offer I ſhall 
«© make, therefore will, I hope, be accepted 
« definitively without urging any more propoſals, 
. ſince any others mult of neceſſity be declined 
cc by me, though my life were the forfeit for 
cc being ſecret. I will make an affidavit jointly 
« with Sam. That Mr. Ireland is innocent of any 
« forgery imputed to him; that he is equally as unac- 
« guaintel with the diſcovery of the papers, as the 
« world in general ; that he has been only the pub- 
« tifher of them: aud that the ſecret is known to 
« 20 more than Sam. myſelf, and a third perſon, 
. whom My. Ireland is not acquainted with.” 


« If 


20 


« If our making this afidavir and the pub- 
6 T Heels of it will ferve Mr. Ireland, Sam 
« a e are both ready to ſtand forward.“ 


255 « If, I may venture an opinion, I. ſtill think 


it probable | chat the papers are genuine, chat 
« Vortigern may have been one of Shakſpeare's 
* n at dramatic writing.“ Hon S {riot 
SY « The 8 2d 3 
cc dor the manuſcript of Vortigern, . nor any 
| «. thing relative to it, till I was in London, long 
« after the latter was in Mr. Sheridan's hands. 
« 1 muſt, therefore depend on the veracity of 
2 as to their coming from the ſame 
« ſource as the few manuſcripts I ſaw before I 
« left, London the firſt time. 


« Mr. Ireland has deſired my opinion re- 

« ſpecting a plan he propoſes of making two 
« gentlemen, of reſpectability acquainted with 
< every circumſtance, who are to vouch to the 
« world for the authenticity of the MSS. 
E. e This 


This will no t'be' conv with our 42 miſc 


ata MO e Hr 51 
* DTZWTOT Brink Oz Ib 22 C0 


100 g M. Tank.” 


It is worth remarking, that 0 week 
before che receipt of chis letter (and firange as 
it mey appear, ar the particular requeſt of my 
ſon) a committee conſiſting of twenty-four re« 
ſpectable gentlemen met at my houſe, for the 
_ phitpoſe'*of taking i into conſideration every cir- 
ciithſtarice relative tb the MSS and the obloquy 
ander och f Tabonfed, in conſequence of their 
publication. This committee met at three dif- 
; ferent times within the month of April, aka eh 
Mas preſent at each of their meetings; at ; 
which he propoſed that two ref peftable petfons 
who were not members of the committee, ſhould 
be appointed to receive the following informa- 
gala Yo eg ot fg . We 
„The gentlemen” are to be informed 
a whence the papers came, the name of the 
0 Seiden, to whom they belonged, by whom 
, | « diſcovered, 


2 


( 3s) 


« diſcovered, and in what place ac 9 and m F nner 


« The ſchedule of thoſe that remain behind i8 
« in my father's poſſeſſion, which he may ſhew, 
* and which ſhall be accounted for by me.“ 


\ "mn 14 
we * Bs. 


8. W. H. Ireland.“ 


* 


Copied verbatim from the above paper in 
his own hand vriting, and! in his preſence read 
to the Committee, ' 


# 3. 


MO) g3Y £1 1 


not concur with Mr. Talbot's opinion, as quoted 
from his letter ab ve. 
* 


= COITUS ITY IS I 
K Las * + = L* 3% — 


The following ſchedule, Phewite, was pre- 
ſented to the committee by my ſon, accompa- 
nied with a ſolemn proteſtation, that every article 
| marked with , he had ſeen, and would in a ſhort 
time be put into my hands: that thoſe, which 
* E 3 : had 
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had not this mark, he had only heard were in 
ae ne 50 
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| adds II. in A bi at 
Play of Henry II. 
of Henry v. 
62 leaves of K. John. 
8 49 leaves of Othello. 
* 37 leaves of Richard I... 25 
*.37 leaves of Timon of. Athen. 
by 14 leaves of Henry IV. "4 
„ I leaves of Julius-Cir. 
Catalogue of his books in his own MS. 
Deed by which he became partner of the 
Cauruin Theatre, with "ROW 'Kele, 
and John Hemynges. mon 
* Two drawings of the Globe Theatre on 
parchment. * 
Verſes to Q. Elizabeth. | 
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- > This ade was voluntarily ee * my fon, on x 


10th Jan. 1796, in the preſence of ' Geo. Chalmen, an and 
Herne, Eis. 120 AY 


I. hs. 


+. Verſes 


929 
e verſes to Sir Francis Dkk. 
Do. to Sir Walter Raleigh, g 
Miniature of Shakſpeare ſet in ſilver, wo! 
| Chaucer with his MS notes 
Book relative to n do. 
Eꝛuphues with do. | 
Bible with do. | 
© Bochas's Works with his MS notes. 
Barclay's Skfp of Fools do. 
Hollinſhed's Chronicle do. 
Prief account of his life in his own hand. 
Whole length portrait, ſaid to be of him in 
. 69 x e ei 
The committees alluded to, met three times 
without arriving at any ſatis factory determina- 
tions; and as we found it difficult to ſelect two 
perſons to receive the information, my ſon had 
promiſed, Mr. Albany Wallis, as a profeſſional 
man, voluntarily offered to be himſelf the depoſi- 
tary of the ſecret. This truſt, as he ſays, he was 
induced to accept, in order to clear up any doubt 
in the mind of the ſuppoſed Gentleman as to 


any 


R 
any part of his property that might be endangered 
by ſuch diſcloſure, In conſequemce of this; my 
fon had frequent interviews with Mr. Wallis. 
But what was communicated, at thoſe conſer- 
ences, I have not learned from that gentleman, 
notwithſtanding my reiterated importunities, and 
. moſt anxious folicirations for that purpoſe. 
* Do not aſk me any queſtions, It is not pro- 
* per that you ſhould know: the ſecret. Keep 
2 . ne net 


In 3 of theſe e cha by which 
my innocence muſt be clearly eſtabliſhed in the 
judgments of all, who, have the lighteft pre- 
denſions to candor, or ſound ſenſe, I will make 
another quotation from a letter I received from 


f Y. p W 
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3 Your laſt 8 e eee 
bf anſwered. ſooner, and de promiled, affdavi 
cc - been 


( 39 ) 
been ſent, if I could have obtained an anſwer 
4 from your Son to ſomething I wrote about 
4 ſome time ſince.” For without his conſenting, 
if not Joining in fuch a proceeding, I did 
Hot think = woo authoriſed, in ROE pad 
« lep whatever.” | 

*« T'will do all 1 can to extricate you from 
„any difficulties you may labour under, and 
« not having heard any thing from your ſon, 
„ will make an affidavit. ſolely, That from 
« my intimacy with him, and my own know- 
« ledge of the myſtery of the MSS you. were 

« innocent of any deſign to miſlead or deceive 
9 * 2 p | 


6,17 4. r you, that I 1 ſhall feel 
«| the greateſt pleaſure in ſtanding forward to 
«' ſcreen you, who are an innocent ſufferer.” 


« M. Talbot.” 


I have now exhibited to the world all the 
teſtimonies of which I am in poſſeſſion, relative 


( 49 } 
to the diſcovery of theſe papers. 


Whatever 

impreſſion they are likely to produce, with re- 
gard to their authenticity, or ſpuriouſneſs, they. 
ho can doubt my innocence in the tranſactions, 
after this ſtatement muſt be hardened with an 
incurable malice, or an impenetrable incre- 
dulity. Yet for nearly two years, 1 have 
been expoſed to the animadverſions of every 
half. formed, and puny. critic, who has been ſo 
far initiated in the elements of language, as to 
compale a malicious paragraph, and imbibed 
ſo much of. the ſpirit of his fraternity, as to 
miſtake petulance and ſlander for, wh, and 
e FF 3, Boonh, PIE HT eV 


3 J 


| Beſides theſe evils, I have reaſon to com- 
plain of the low tricks, and artifices, that have 
been reſorted to, in order to excite the public 
prejudice againſt the MSS. I allude to the 
ſteps that were taken to preclude the Play of 
Vortigern from an equitable, and candid hear- 
ing. In ſupport of this aſſertion, let me refer 
the reader to the Fleming advertiſement, pub- 

liſhed 


* 


. 
liſhed by Mr. Malone, nearly three months be- 
fore his enquiry made its appearance. | 


.  Spurious Shakſpeare MSS,/ 


Mr. Malone's detection of this forgery 


ie has been unavoidably delayed by the engrav- 
&© ings having taken more time than was ex- 
ce pected; but it is hoped that it will be ready 
te by the end of this month. 

« Feb: 16, 1796 
With regard to the delay, which the author 
of the advertiſement ſeems to lament, I am 
compelled from my own Knowledge of  engrav- 
ing, to conclude that it was wholly intentional. 
I know, and I ſpeak with confidence on the 
fubje; that with very little diligence the en- 
gtavings, which Mr. Malone has incorrectly 
copied from my publication, would require a 


very ſmall portion of time, for their completion. 


On the 25th of March, however, the play hav- 
ing been already advertiſed for the 2d of April, 
we find the critic, and his fellow labourers the 


engravets in ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs that the 


Ry | publication 


* 1 


ca) 


5 publication was advegtiſed for Thurſday March 
Zit, only two days before the intended repre- 

ſentation of the piece. That it might be abſo- 
| lutely impoſſible that the miſchief ſhould not 
take effect, in ſeveral papers of the iſt of April, 


particularly che Oracle, and Morning Herald, 
two different and elaborate critiques in praiſe of 


wv 


No man can entertain a doubt concerning 
the purpoſes, this well conſtructed delay was 
meant to anſwer. The play was ready for re- 


preſentation. It was to make its appeal to the 
general judgment; and to ſtand or fall by its 


deciſion. But 1 it was the ſcheme of this critic, 


to intercept this appeal; to choak, and obſtruct 
the avenues to the public underſtanding, and to 


| overwhelm. it with a torrent of ill-founded pre- 


judices, oy r 


10 cannot 5 over this part of ihe object, 
* remarking, that i in order to counteract 


2s. much as . the miſchief of theſe arti - 
TR 3 ' fkces, 


03 


fices, I inſerted three days afterwards an adver- 
tiſement in the papers, in which I animadverted 
in very fevere terms on the temerity of charac- 
teriſing his work, as a detection. In reply to 
this, Mr. Malone inſerts a letter in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, in which he vindicates himi- 
ſelf from the charge, in the following words. 
« With reſpect to the literary temerity aſcribed 
« to him (Mr. Malone) in characteriſing his 
* work as a detection, he has no apprehenſion, 
> that he ſhall incur any cenfure from the judi- 


c cious part of mankind, fince in this point of 


cc view he only benches by the fide of his learned 
te friend the preſent very reſpectable Lord Bi- 
ee ſhop of Saliſbury, who 46 years ago publiſhed 
* a deſervedly admired tract, on a fimilar ſub- 

« ject, thus intitled, Milton no Plagiary, or a 
«© Detection of the forgeries contained in Lau- 
ec der's Eſſay, on the imitation of the moderns 
te in the Paradiſe Loſt N Milton. By the re rev. 
ad IAG * &c. 


1 have made this quotation, that the world 


F 2 | may 


te ib. „ ce oft eo +: 2 0 * I * 
pe Pg . —— — -P 82 TY 
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may remark the indecent effrontery-of drawing 
an analogy between the rev. Biſhop, and the | 
| author of the enquiry. Not to mention the 
vide and unmeaſurable diſtance, between the 
literary endowments of the two writers, it muſt 
be. palpable to every one, that there is no rg- 
ſemblance at all between the circumſtances of 
Lauder's forgery, and the diſcovery of the MSS 
in my poſſeſſion. 16 

Ic. is. now time for me to cloſe chi on of 
p ſubject, 1 have ſhewn that the manner in 
which the artifices, of .which I complain, have 
been conducted, i is of ſo mean and puſillanimous a 
nature, that the malice has been of ſo low and ſo 
contemptible a ſpecies, as to reflect very ſerious 
diſnonour on him, who has condeſcended to 
make uſe. of it, becauſe it may naturally be ima- 
gined, that a perſon, calling himſelf a ſcholar and 
a gentleman, might have had recourſe to wor- 
thier and more dignified weapons of controverſy. 


The other part of this work will be allotted 


= 


be 


( 45. 

40. an inveſtigation of the critical attacks, that 
have been directed againſt the papers, in which 
I truſt that Mr. Malone will be completely re- 
futed. Perhaps it might be expected of me, 
that I ſhould advert to the other antagoniſts, 
ho have appeared in the field of the contro- 
+954 Of the firſt of theſe publications, enti- 
tled < © A Letter to George Steevens, Eſq. con- 
te taining a Critical examination, &c. &c,” Ag 
it has been abundantly pehuted in a very able 
pamphlet, entitled < A Comparative Review of 
te the opinion, &c. &c.” I ſhall fay nothing fur- 
ther. One Waldron likewiſe, has waded into the 
controverſy, a bad actor and a worſe critic. Theſe 
are men, on whom I ſhall not animadvert. They 
who miſtake their vanity for their capacity, 
.and ſuppoſe that they are qualified to perform 
what they have preſumption to attempt, are a 
tribe, on whom admonition will be waſted, and 
rebuke will be ſuperfluous. 


But I have confined my reaſoning to Mr: 
Malone ; becauſe, as he is known to the world 


by 


5 ( 46 ) 

by what may be emphatically called his literary 
Erbours on other occaſions? ſo has he diftinguiſh- 
ed himſelf by the bulk of his criticiſms on this. 
What Dr. Warburton ſaid of poor Theobald, 
he would have faid with infinitely more juſtice 
of this critic : © That what he read he could 
« tranſcribe z but as what he thought, if 
ever he did think, he could but ill expreſs, 
1e fo he read on; and by that means got a cha- 
c racter of learning, without riſquing the im- 
an putation of wanting a better talent. 42 'In tho- 
part, however, which he has taken in this con- 
troverſy, he has brought the only literary qua- 
Ety he has, that of patient, and laborious re- 
ſearch, into ſuſpicion. Whether it 'be the in- 
ſtinctive property of dulneſs to be dark, and 
bewildered, in proportion to the efforts' it 


makes ta be bright and perſpicuous, or that 


though he has much reading, he has not enough 


- for the office he has arrogated, it is certain that 


his. book abounds with ſo many blunders, and 
overflows with ſo much preſumption, that it 
ſeems a fort of mixed animal, engendered be- 

tween 


CF 
tween a perſevering dulneſs on one fide, and an 
envious mind on the other. 


If I ſucceed in proving what 1 have affert- 
ed, I ſhall do a very eſſential fervice to litera- 
ture itſelf. 1 mall have ridded the literary 
world of a ſort of uſurper. I ſhall have pulled 
from his diftatorſhip a man, who has afpired 
with the moſt preſumptuous arrogance ro a kind 
of oracular dignity on theſe matters. I ſhall 
have reſcued the underſtandings of the public 
from the dominion of a critic, who, relying on 
the bulk of his labours, and the ponderous maſs 
of his reſearches, has attempted to give laws on 
= topics of literarare and criticiſm. 


| But ſhould not effect this TY I ſhall 
8 at leaſt retire from the public tribunal with the 
ſoothing conſciouſneſs, of having vindicated my 
own character. For I truſt IJ have laid before 
the world, a maſs of documents, which will ef- 
fectually lift me above the ſtroke of the veno- 


mous aſperſions that have been directed ſo per- 


ſeveringly againſt me. Should the language 1 


p 
have 


— — 


t 1 75 a 
| kite Ses d in | theſe attacks; appear 


| harſh andd irritable; beg to obſerve in my juf- 


tification, chat Mr. -Malone's ſtrictures are 
uniformly clothed. in the language of aſperity 
and perſonal ſafcaſm; and ſurely ſome induly 
gence ought to be allowed me, if I-repel his at- 


tacks with the ſame weapons, and reply to un 


© juſt infinuations, in the diction of indignant and 8 


waunded feelings. It was for the purpoſe prin 
ipally of vindicating myſelf chat I have ven- 
rured. to make., this appel to; the public. | 
might. indeed comphin of other misfortunes, 


1 might. adyert to the peeuniary loſſes and the 


conſumption of. time, which theſe tranſactions 


have led me into. But when the moſt valuable 
r all human benefits; à dear and unſullied 


Character is endangered, 'T could not but Jook 


ot e Spain 


. 


* evil A of rrivial and fubor- | 
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* 


